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1- What Is Canva? And Why It's No Longer Just a
Design Tool

Ten years ago, if you asked a professional designer to recommend a design tool for non-
designers, the honest answer was usually: there isn't one. Design required software fluency,
hours of practice, and a tolerance for steep learning curves. Then Canva arrived and quietly
rewrote those rules.

Today, Canva is no longer just an easy design tool. It has evolved into a full creative platform
powered by Al — one that writes, designs, edits photos, and generates video, all in a single
workspace. This series walks you through everything, from your first login to advanced
workflows.

The Story Behind the Platform

Canva was founded in 2013 in Perth, Australia by Melanie Perkins, Cliff Obrecht, and Cameron
Adams. The founding idea was straightforward: make professional design accessible to people
without a design background. A generous free tier attracted millions of users early on; a
premium subscription built a sustainable business on top of it.

A decade later, Canva serves over 150 million users worldwide. At its tenth anniversary, the
company announced its largest product launch to date: Magic Studio — a suite of Al tools built
directly into the heart of the platform.

Magic Studio wasn't a side feature. It was a redefinition of what Canva does.
What Is Magic Studio?

Magic Studio is not a single tool — it's a collection of over 20 Al-powered features embedded
inside the Canva interface you already know. The core idea: you shouldn't have to switch
between ChatGPT for copy, a separate image generator for visuals, and another tool for video.
Everything lives in one place.

The table below covers the key Magic Studio tools and what each one actually does:
Tool What It Does Free? Pro?

Magic Write Al writing assistant inside any text box — captions, headlines, product
descriptions, outlines [%4 Limited [%4 Full
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Magic Design Generates a complete design (presentation, post, video) from a text prompt or
uploaded image [%4 Limited [%4 Full

Magic Media Text-to-image and text-to-video generation — describe it, get it )¢

Magic Eraser Removes any object from a photo with one brush stroke — people, items,

shadows Y

Magic Edit Replaces or modifies photo content using a text description: "replace the chair with

a plant" X

Magic Switch Converts any design to a different format or language: presentation — post,

English - Arabic )

Background Remover Removes image backgrounds in one click — no manual selection

required )¢
Magic Animate Adds intelligent motion to design elements automatically "4 Limited {’4 Full

Magic Resize Resizes any design for any platform (Instagram, YouTube, LinkedIn) and
repositions elements automatically )

Free vs. Pro — What You Actually Get

Before deciding on a plan, here's a practical comparison with real numbers. Prices are taken
from Canva's official pricing page and are subject to change, so always verify at the source.

Feature Free Pro (~$15/mo)

Templates 250,000+ 610,000+

Cloud Storage 5 GB 1 TB

Magic Write 50 uses/month Unlimited

Magic Design 10 uses/month 500/month

Magic Media (image generation) ) 500 images/month
Background Remover / Magic Eraser X

Magic Resize X

Brand Kit (unified colors & fonts) )¢

Transparent PNG download )¢
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The free plan is more capable than most people expect — many users work with it for years.
Pro is worth it for anyone publishing content regularly, and it comes with a 30-day free trial
when you create a new account.

Start Now: Two Free Al Tools to Try Immediately

You don't need a paid subscription to try Canva's Al These two tools work right after creating a
free account:

® Magic Write — Write Inside Your Design

Open any design, click on a text box, and select "Write with AI" from the menu. Describe what
you need and it writes. Try this prompt:

7 Ready-to-use Magic Write prompt

Write a confident 3-line professional bio for a freelance Arabic-to-English translator who works
remotely with international clients.

@ Magic Design — A Full Design from One Sentence

From the Canva homepage, click "Create a design," then choose "Magic Design." Describe what
you want and watch it build. Try this:

7 Ready-to-use Magic Design prompt

An Instagram post for a freelance content writer offering translation and writing services, using
calm neutral colors and a clean professional style.

The difference between a good and a mediocre result in Canva Al often comes down to prompt
specificity. The more you define the style, color tone, and purpose, the closer the output will be
to what you actually need.

One Thing to Set Up Before You Start Designing

If you're on Pro, spend two minutes creating a Brand Kit. Enter your brand colors and fonts —
every new design will start on-brand automatically. On the free plan, keep those details in a
notes file and apply them manually each time. It's a small habit that saves real time.

Visit Magic Studio's official page for the full list of tools available on your plan.
What's Coming in Part Two

In Part 2 of this series, we go deep on Canva's most powerful photo tools: Magic Eraser, Magic
Edit, Magic Grab, Magic Expand, and Background Remover — with a comparison table for each
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tool, use cases for content writers and freelancers, and practical prompts you can apply
immediately.

(See our topic: Canva Al Image Editing — No Photoshop Needed)

References & Sources (Topic 1)
« Canva Official Help Center (2026). Magic Studio Suite and AI Product Terms. canva.com/magic

« Canva Newsroom (2025). The Evolution of Creative Platforms & Affinity Integration. canva.com/
newsroom

* Design Systems Council (2025). AI-Assisted Visual Design vs. Traditional Vector Editing.
designsystems.org
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| 2- Canva Al Image Editing | No Photoshop Needed

Every content creator knows the moment: you have a photo that's almost perfect — but there's
a stranger in the background, an awkward shadow, or the framing just doesn't work for your
post. In the past, fixing that meant opening Photoshop, spending an hour on layers and masks,
or simply abandoning the photo. Canva changed that equation completely.

In this part of the series, we go through Canva's Al-powered photo editing tools in detail —
what each one actually does, when to use it, and how to get the best results from it.

Quick Overview: The Photo Tools Map

Before diving into each tool, here's a side-by-side table so you know where to start:

Tool The Question It Answers Action Plan

Magic Eraser "There's something in this photo I don't want" Remove + Al fill background Pro

Magic Edit "I want to replace this element with something else" Paint area + text prompt = new
element Free (limited)

Magic Grab "I want to move this element within the photo" Isolate element + auto-fill
background Pro

Magic Expand "The photo is too narrow for the aspect ratio I need" Extend frame + generate
background Pro

Background Remover "I need this subject with no background" One-click smart cutout Pro
Grab Text "I want to edit text written on an image" Detect text + edit it directly Pro
® Magic Eraser — Remove What You Don't Want

This is the most used tool in the photo editing suite. You select an element in your photo — a
person, a car, a shadow, a power line in the background — brush over it, and the Al fills the gap
with a background that matches the surroundings. What used to take 30 minutes in Photoshop
takes about 30 seconds here.

How to Access It

Open the photo in Canva - click Edit in the toolbar — select Magic Eraser from the Magic Studio
panel — use the Click option for automatic selection or Brush for manual control - press Erase.
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A Prompt Worth Trying
/ Practical scenario

You have a clean product shot but there's a hand visible at the edge of the frame, or an odd
shadow on the table. Click on the unwanted element, hit Erase — the background regenerates
automatically to look natural.

Pro tip: Magic Eraser delivers its best results on simple backgrounds (walls, sky, plain surfaces).
With complex backgrounds, pair it with Magic Grab afterward for a cleaner finish.

@ Magic Edit — Replace, Don't Just Remove

The distinction between Magic Eraser and Magic Edit is small but important: Eraser removes
and fills with background; Edit removes and places something new that you describe in text.
The tool is available free with limited uses, making it an excellent starting point before
committing to Pro.

How to Access It

Open the photo — Edit = Magic Edit - paint with the brush over the area you want to change -
type in the text box what you want to place there — wait for the result.

Effective Prompt Examples

What's There Your Prompt Expected Result

Wooden chair a modern white chair Sleek white chair replaces the wooden one

Empty window a window with city view at sunset Window with a glowing city skyline

Bare table a cup of coffee and an open book Coffee and book added naturally to the scene
® Magic Grab — Move Elements Freely

Imagine you want to shift a person in a photo from the center to the right side to make room
for text. In Photoshop, that's a multi-step process. In Canva, Magic Grab isolates the subject
from the background, you drag it to the new position, and the Al regenerates the background
behind it automatically.

Magic Grab vs. Magic Eraser — Side by Side
Magic Eraser Magic Grab

What happens to the element? Permanently deleted Isolated and repositionable
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What happens to the background? Al fills the gap Al fills behind the moved element
When to use it? When you don't want the element at all When you want to reposition it
@ Magic Expand — Extend Any Photo's Frame

This tool solves a very common problem: you have a photo with one aspect ratio, but your
design needs a different one. Instead of cropping and losing content, Magic Expand widens the
frame and generates new content that blends seamlessly with the original.

Practical example: a vertical portrait (9:16) that you need as a horizontal YouTube banner (16:9).
Magic Expand adds both sides and fills them with generated content that looks like a natural
extension of the original scene.

7/ Freelancer scenario

Your profile photo is square, but you need a horizontal LinkedIn banner (2480 x 520). Upload
the photo, select Magic Expand, drag the frame to the required dimensions, and let it generate
the rest.

® Background Remover — Faster Than Anything You've Tried

Background Remover isn't new in Canva, but it earns its place on this list because it's one of the
features that makes Pro genuinely worth subscribing to. One click on the photo — Edit -
Remove Background, and within two seconds you have a clean cutout with a transparent
background, ready for compositing.

Freelancers and content writers primarily use it for three things:
Professional headshots with a clean white or brand-colored background
Product images for online stores or proposals

Design elements to layer over different backgrounds

® Grab Text — Edit Text Written on Any Image

A lesser-known tool that proves very useful in specific situations: it lets you select text written
on an image — a logo, a business card, an ad — and edit it directly inside Canva. The model
identifies the font and suggests the closest match from Canva's library.

One caveat worth noting: the tool performs well with common fonts, but results are
inconsistent with highly stylized, handwritten, or complex scripts.
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An important note on rights: editing text on images you don't own may infringe on intellectual
property rights. Use Grab Text only on your own images or properly licensed content. Canva's
Magic Studio safe use guidelines are worth reading before you start.

Choosing the Right Tool

In most real-world cases, you'll combine more than one tool on the same photo. Here's a
complete workflow example:

Product photo with a cluttered background — Background Remover first

Unwanted shadow remains —= Magic Eraser to clean it up

Want to add a decorative element next to the product -» Magic Edit

The result is too narrow for your design - Magic Expand to widen the frame

Need to shift the product slightly left - Magic Grab

All of this inside Canva, without exporting the file and opening a separate application.
What's in Part Three?

In Part 3 — the final installment of this series, we move into advanced territory: text-to-video
and text-to-image generation, Magic Switch for converting designs across formats and
languages, automation, and features that most users haven't discovered yet — including Canva
Sheets and what changed after the Affinity acquisition. Direct instructions, comparison tables,
and a benchmark against competing tools.

(See our topic: What Is Canva? And Why It's No Longer Just a Design Tool — Part 1 of the series)

References & Sources (Topic 2)

 Canva Official Help Center (2026). Magic Studio Suite and AI Product Terms. canva.com/magic

« Canva Newsroom (2025). The Evolution of Creative Platforms & Affinity Integration. canva.com/
newsroom

* Design Systems Council (2025). AI-Assisted Visual Design vs. Traditional Vector Editing.
designsystems.org
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3- Advanced Canva: Video, Automation, and
Hidden AI Features

Even users who have been on Canva for years don't know half of what the platform can do. Not
because it's complicated — but because Canva adds features faster than most people can keep
up with. In this final part of the series, we reach the level that separates the casual user from
the genuinely efficient one: video generation, cross-platform design conversion, and tools like
Canva Code and Canva Sheets that seem unrelated to design — but change how you work
entirely.

® Magic Media — From Text to Image or Video

Magic Media is Canva's generative visual tool. You write a description, and you get an image, a
short video clip, or an illustration — ready to use inside your design directly, without leaving
the platform.

Available Modes Inside Magic Media
Mode Output Monthly Limit (Pro) Plan

Text to Image 4 variations per prompt, multiple styles (photorealistic, illustration, 3D...) 500
uses Pro

Text to Video 4-second clips — well suited for backgrounds and B-roll 500 uses (shared with
images) Pro

Text to Graphic 14 styles: hand-drawn, 3D gold, scrapbook, cartoon, and more 500 uses Pro
Realistic Expectations for Video Quality

Magic Media video is short (4 seconds) and works well for animated backgrounds, decorative
elements in presentations, and topic cover visuals. For commercial production quality or
complex scenes, dedicated tools like Runway are still well ahead of Canva in this specific area.
Use Magic Media for what it's actually good at.

7/ Ready-to-use prompts for Magic Media
For image:

A freelance writer working at a minimalist desk with a laptop and coffee, warm morning light,
photorealistic style
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For video:
Slow aerial view of an open book with pages turning gently, soft golden light, cinematic mood
@ Magic Switch — One Design, Ten Formats

This tool solves a problem every multi-platform publisher knows well: you designed something
for Instagram and now need it for LinkedIn, Twitter, and a YouTube banner — each with
different dimensions and layout requirements. Magic Switch reformats your design
automatically for each platform.

What's more powerful: Magic Switch also converts between design types — a presentation into
a document, a spreadsheet into a visual report, a post into an email template. And it translates
all text inside the design into over 100 languages in a single click.

/" Freelance workflow scenario

You designed an English-language service overview for a client. Use Magic Switch to translate it
instantly into Arabic for your website — preserving layout and colors. Then convert it from a
"post" format into a "presentation” for a client meeting. Three versions from one design.

Practical note: Magic Switch translation is reliable for short labels and headings. For technical
or marketing copy, always review the output — Al translation doesn't replace the stylistic
accuracy of a human translator.

® Canva Code — Build Interactive Tools Without Coding

One of Canva's least-known features, and arguably its most impressive for technically minded
users: you describe an interactive widget — a countdown timer, a quiz, a simple calculator, a
poll — and Canva generates working HTML/CSS/JavaScript code and runs it live inside your
design as an actual interactive element.

/ Example Canva Code prompt

Create a countdown timer showing days, hours, and minutes remaining until December 31st,
styled with large bold numbers on a dark background with gold accents.

Result: a live countdown element you can embed in any presentation or landing page design.

One important caveat: Canva Code is designed for visual interactive widgets, not serious
software development. If you plan to use the generated code outside Canva, have a developer
review it before publishing.

@ Canva Sheets — Turn Data Into Design
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Canva Sheets answers a question that frustrated many users: "How do I present data visually
without exporting a table from Excel and reformatting it manually?" Now you enter data
directly into Canva Sheets, use Al-powered formulas to summarize it, and convert it into a
branded chart in a few clicks.

Feature What It Does Difference from Excel / Google Sheets

Canva Sheets Editable spreadsheets living directly inside your design Goal is visual
presentation, not data analysis — the output is a design, not a spreadsheet file

Magic Formulas Al summarizes and calculates across columns using plain language
"Summarize this column" instead of writing a formula — no syntax required

Convert to Chart Sheet data becomes a brand-colored chart instantly No export, no
reformatting — everything stays in one place

® Affinity by Canva — The Acquisition That Changed the Math

In 2024, Canva acquired the Affinity suite — the most widely used alternative to Adobe among
professional designers (Affinity Designer, Affinity Photo, Affinity Publisher). More importantly:
Canva made these tools free for all users.

What this means in practice:

Affinity Designer: Professional vector design (Illustrator alternative) — free
Affinity Photo: Photoshop-level photo editing — free

Affinity Publisher: Professional page layout for books and magazines — free

If your work requires pixel-level precision or high-quality print design, Affinity gives you that.
Design in Affinity, export directly to Canva for your team or marketing materials. Read the
official acquisition announcement for full details on the integration roadmap.

® Canva vs. Competitors — Where Does It Actually Stand?

The question many ask: is Canva enough, or do I need other tools? The answer depends
entirely on what you're doing:

Task Canva Adobe Express Figma Midjourney
Social media posts —

High-quality image generation —
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UI/UX design —
Presentations —
Video generation ——

Ease of use for beginners

Paid plan price ~$15/mo ~$10/mo ~$12/mo ~$10/mo

The bottom line: Canva is the right choice for anyone who prioritizes speed and
good-enough quality across a wide range of tasks. For professional-grade image
generation, Midjourney still leads. For interface design, Figma has no real
competitor.

One Last Piece of Advice: Never Start From Scratch

The most common mistake new users make is opening Canva and starting with a blank canvas.
Canva has over 610,000 templates — always start with something that resembles what you
want, modify it, and replace the elements. You'll save 80% of the time and end up with a better
result than you'd produce from zero.

Al in Canva is a starting tool, not a finishing tool. What Magic Write or Magic Design
generates is a first draft — you add the voice, the precision, and the identity.
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Canva vs. The Giants: A Professional Comparison

Creative Use Canva (Magic .
. Adobe Express Midjourney
Case Studio)
— (Asset
Social Media (Manual ( sse.
(Excellent (Good Generation
Posts Frameworks)
Templates) Templates) Only)
High-Qualit
gh-Q y (Firefly ~ — (Not
Image (Integrated . (Industry
. Integration) Supported)
Generation Tools) Standard)
UI/UX (Basic (Very — (Not
Prototyping Mockups Only) Limited) (Industry Leader)  Supported)
Presentations & (Manual — (Not
. (Ultra-fast (Standard .
Slide Decks Customization) Supported)
Layouts) Frameworks)
Ease of Use for ) ) (Steep
. (Zero Learning (Simple .
Beginners Learning Curve) (Prompt-Based)
Curve) Interface)

References & Sources (Topic 3)

+ Canva Official Help Center (2026). Magic Studio Suite and AI Product Terms. canva.com/magic

« Canva Newsroom (2025). The Evolution of Creative Platforms & Affinity Integration. canva.com/
newsroom

* Design Systems Council (2025). AI-Assisted Visual Design vs. Traditional Vector Editing.
designsystems.org
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